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on that account. William II. hoped above all that his own  CHAP,
violations of confidence would be respected with exemplary ^ L]^' ^
good faith.                                                                                   m*> 61-
Many German writers have been led into honest belief that
there had been some double-dealing by England with St. Peters-
burg and Berlin. There is not a shadow of foundation for that
view. Lord Salisbury's proposals for a full settlement with
Russia had been made, as we know, in January and made in vain.
The Colonial Secretary's conversations with the German am-
bassador were opened at the end of March. Chamberlain kept
confidence inviolate; nor as between Germany and Russia was
there ever one moment of double-dealing by the Prime Minister,
nor by any other British statesman. We need not say that this
was our virtue. The other method was not our way.1 Meanwhile,
and for long yet, the Kaiser's real conceptions of the naval
and general future were not divined on our side; and pursuit
of closer relations between Britain and Germany was not
abandoned.
VI
The Prime Minister, agreeing with the purpose, thinks that the
Colonial Secretary has not pursued it in a practised diplomatic
manner.2 The sort of manner we may remark which ended, after
all, in a World War. In technique Billow and Holstein were the
pink of professionals.
Chamberlain is unrepentant in his idea that in the new and
perilous circumstances of the world something more is required
than lagging caution and correctitude of deportment. Though
disappointed by the delays, he is still staunch for the alliance,
regarding himself as its pioneer and champion. Hatzfeldt's news
and gossip flow on. "Mr. Chamberlain's attitude is likely to
exercise a decisive influence on the further development of
things between the two countries, since undoubtedly he enjoys
great influence in the Cabinet." He is virtually indeed the auto-
crat of the Cabinet as to matters belonging to his department.
1 Even   a   German   historian   so    des deitfsch, - englfochen Bundnissprob-
balanced as Professor Meinecke seems    Urns, pp. 99-100.
to think that there may have been        2 Qrosse Politikt vol. xiv. First Part,
some   "untrustworthiness"   on Eng-    p.  240  (Hatzfeldt to the Wilhelm-
land's part, though venial by com-    strasse, Jiane 2, 1898).
parison with the Kaiser's. Geschichte
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